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WE ARE CONNECTORS OF PEOPLE,
PURPOSE, AND PROGRESS.



The University of the Visayas was founded by the late
Don Vicente A. Gullas in 1919 as the Visayan Institute
(V.I.) in Cebu City. In 1948, the Visayan Institute was
awarded university status, the first to become a
university in Cebu, and was renamed the University of
the Visayas (UV). Don Vicente Gullas also brought
education closer to the people as the school opened a
total of eight satellite campuses across Cebu Province
making it the private University in Cebu with the
greatest number of external campuses. 

At the University of the Visayas, this
commitment is reflected in how the
International Affairs Department
proactively shapes national and
regional SDG policy landscapes. UV
consistently contributes to inter-
agency focus group discussions and
strategic dialogues, ensuring that
educational policies evolve alongside
global development goals. 

Through active participation in the
Commission on Higher Education’s
consultations on internationalization, 

 UV provides grounded institutional
insights that strengthen mobility
frameworks and align Philippine
higher education with global
standards. As Region VII’s strong
representative, UV works closely with
the Cebu Chamber of Commerce and
Industry to keep its academic programs
responsive to emerging industry needs
and sustainability priorities.
Internationally, UV maintains dynamic
coordination with the Delegation of the
European Union to the Philippines,
promoting regional mobility,
employability-driven partnerships, and
collaborative EU–ASEAN educational
exchanges. Together, these
engagements reflect UV’s role as a data-
driven, policy-oriented institution
committed to building systems,
relationships, and opportunities that
advance inclusive and adaptive SDG
strategies.

ABOUT US

We are builders
of impact.
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UV CONNECT is the University of the
Visayas’ flagship platform for uniting
national agencies, higher education
institutions, and NGOs to build a cohesive
and future-ready ecosystem for
internationalization and regional
development. Designed as a catalyst for
collaboration, UV CONNECT strengthens
the pathways between government
policy, academic innovation, and
community engagement, ensuring that
global standards translate into local
impact. 

Rooted in UV’s long-standing
commitment to inclusive mobility
and cross-sector partnership, the UV
CONNECT program creates a
structured space where evidence,
policy, and practice meet to shape a
stronger Region 7 and a more
globally connected Cebu.

At its core, it operates through a
three-pillar framework:

mobility guidelines, accreditation
processes, student welfare policies, and
cross-border academic cooperation.

HEI Collaboration for Academic
Innovation

UV convenes public and private HEIs
across Region 7 to exchange best
practices, align internationalization
strategies, co-develop faculty–student
mobility models, and collectively build a
regional consortium for global
education.

NGO and Industry Partnership for
Community Impact

Through strategic alliances with NGOs,
industry networks, and chambers of
commerce, UV CONNECT integrates
employability, sustainability, and
community empowerment into
internationalization—ensuring that
global learning translates into
grassroots development.

UV CONNECT

Connecting sectors,
transforming
futures.
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National Convergence for Policy
Alignment

UV anchors its work in close
coordination with agencies such as
Commission on Higher Education,
Bureau of Immigration, Department
of Interior and Local Government,
Department of Foreign Affairs and
local government units to harmonize 
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Cross-Sector Engagement

no. of HEIs
participating in
dialogues or
consortium

50+ 800+
no. of
NGO/industry
partners
mobilized

Policy and Systems Influence

no. of policy
recommendations
submitted

5
no. of SOPs and
frameworks
improved

8 6
no. of cross-agency
meetings convened
or co-led

Internationalization Impact

no. of international
partners engaged
through UV

16
no. of
outbound/inbound
mobility pathways
strengthened 

4 20
no. of countries
represented in UV
CONNECT
collaborations

Students and Community Reach

no. of international
students benefiting
from improved
policies: 

300+
no. of local students
gaining mobility/
internationalization
opportunities

3,500+

no. of community
programs linked to
SDG initiatives

47
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17.2.1
GOVERNMENTAL

PARTNERSHIPS ADVANCING
UV’S INTERNATIONALIZATION

AGENDA
STRENGTHENING NATIONAL POLICY

THROUGH ACADEMIC EXPERTISE AND
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP



The University of the Visayas has
been proactively participating in
focus group discussions led by the
Commission on Higher Education –
International Affairs Service,
representing Region VII in shaping
national internationalization policies. 

As part of CHED-IAS consortia focused
on China, Southeast Asia, and Europe,
UV contributes concrete outputs such as
mobility framework recommendations,
regional benchmarking reports, and
proposed templates for joint programs
and credit recognition. UV also submits
policy notes on improving internship
pathways, hosts cross-country dialogues
with partner universities, and provides
data for CHED’s monitoring of outbound
and inbound mobility. Through these
tangible contributions, UV strengthens
the relationships and evidence base that
drive meaningful progress toward the
SDGs.

In the last quarter of 2024, based on the results of the focus group discussions,
the University of the Visayas has formulated and adapted its new and

improved 2025-2028 internationalization roadmap. 

STEADFAST IN
CHAMPIONING
MEANINGFUL, CROSS-
BORDER SDG ACTION.
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Picture 1.1 Focus group discussion with Commission on Higher Education together with HEIs outlining
the importance of international mobility.
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The University of the Visayas
Internationalization Roadmap for 2025-2028
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The University of the Visayas International
Academic or Industry Partnership Framework
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In 2025, UV was handpicked by CHED to represent the Philippines in the
official delegation to Guangzhou, forging new partnerships and elevating

international benchmarks. Among the 11 nominated HEIs nationwide, UV stood
out as the only institution invited by Guangzhou City Polytechnic to join a

global cross-cultural dialogue on TVET—an event participated in by over 90
higher education institutions from around the world.
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Picture 1.2 The University of the Visayas formally signed a Memorandum of Agreement with the
Guangzhou City Polytechnic establishing faculty and student mobility opportunities focusing on the
field of artificial intelligence and engineering.

Picture 1.3 The University of the Visayas was granted a seat during the Rountable Conversation for
College Leaders of the Alliance of Guangzhou International Sister City Higher Vocational Education. A
pledge of commitment was also signed strengthening the promotion and implementation of TVET
programs.



The University of the Visayas has firmly
positioned itself as a staunch advocate
for international student welfareby
taking the lead in shaping more
responsive immigration policies in
Central Visayas. Recognizing the
urgent need for clearer, more humane,
and student-centered guidelines, in
December 2024, UV initiated and
organized a groundbreaking dialogue
between international students and
the Bureau of Immigration, a first-of-
its-kind effort in Region 7 that
transformed individual concerns into
coordinated policy action. 

By bringing together BI officers,
administrators, and foreign students in
one structured forum, UV enabled
previously unheard voices to directly
inform institutional and government
decision-making. During the
engagement, UV gathered concrete
evidence, documented cases, procedural
gaps, and common compliance
challenges, and translated them into
actionable recommendations. 

This allowed the Bureau to understand
the lived realities of foreign learners,
from visa delays to inconsistent regional
processes, and provided UV with the
momentum to advocate for
standardization and policy clarity. More
importantly, the initiative demonstrated
UV’s commitment not just to hosting
international students, but to protecting
their rights, ensuring their safety, and
championing their overall welfare
through policy reform.

FROM UV TO THE NATION:
POLICIES THAT UPLIFT
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS 
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Picture 1.4 Stakeholder discussion facilitated by the University of the Visayas together with the Bureau
of Immigration 



Following the comprehensive Focus
Group Discussion conducted in
December 2024 with international
students, the University of the Visayas
consolidated critical data detailing the
challenges faced by foreign learners in
Region 7, ranging from visa processing
delays and inconsistency in
requirements, to communication gaps
and compliance difficulties. This
evidence became the foundation for
UV’s proactive engagement with the
Bureau of Immigration as the
institution sought to ensure that
student experiences translate into
meaningful policy action. To advance
this advocacy, UV facilitated a high-
level discussion with Mr. Anthony
Cabrera, Chief of the Foreign Student
Desk of the Bureau of Immigration,
bringing together key university 

leaders such as Mr. Rogie Aquino,
Director of the International Affairs
Department, and Dr. Anna Kathrina
Watin, Director of Student Affairs. The
meeting focused on presenting the
consolidated findings from the FGD,
identifying systemic gaps, and proposing
concrete measures to standardize and
improve processes for international
students in Central Visayas. This high-
level discussion marks a significant step
toward shaping more consistent,
humane, and student-centered
immigration policies in Region 7.
Through this engagement, the
University of the Visayas demonstrates
its unwavering commitment to elevating
the foreign student experience,
transforming on-the-ground challenges
into actionable policy recommendations
and solidifying its role as a national
partner in building a safer, more
inclusive, and more supportive
environment for all international learners
in the Philippines.

UV AS A NATIONAL
PARTNER IN ADVANCING
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
WELFARE POLICIES
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Picture 1.5 Focus group discussion with Mr. Anthony Cabrera, Chief of the Foreign Student Desk of the
Bureau of Immigration together with Mr. Rogie Aquino, Director of International Affairs Department of
the University of the Visayas, and Dr. Anna Kathrina Watin, the Director of Student Affairs. 


